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Significance of Study 
It is believed that each child needs to be kept in his own home, and 
that under normal conditions his parents are best equipped to give him the 
love, affection and feeling of belonging that are necessary.^ If parents 
cannot provide fully for their children's care and protection, according 
to the community's expectations, some other plan must be made for them. 
To meet our social goal-the fullest development of the individual's po¬ 
tential capacities and creativeness, services are provided by the com¬ 
munity to supplement parental care.2 The result of deprivation is often 
permanent crippling of the child's capacity to function normally when he 
reaches adulthood. The practice of placing children in foster homes is 
generally accepted by society as a necessary service to the community.^ 
The purpose of the foster home placement is to fit the child into 
another home where his needs can be met as fully as they can in a home 
other than his own.^ The child in placement is in a unique and trying 
experience which threatens him in many ways that are probably deeper than 
those that threatened his security in his own home. Although the placed 
^Henrietta L. Gordon, Casework Services for Children (Boston, 1956), 
p. 20. 
2Ibid., p. 2. 
3jean Charnley, The Art of Child Placement (Minneapolis, 1955), p. 16. 
^Henrietta L. Gordon, op. cit., p. 20. 
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child is always emotionally crippled, just as in any deviation in growth, 
there will always be some spontaneous healing from the life stream of the 
individual.'*" 
Since birth the child has been establishing "little roots" that have 
served to help him feel he belonged somewhere and to somebody. No matter 
how unfortunate the family situation was, it was the only security the 
child could identify. The child who runs away, or is delinquent, is in¬ 
dicating his need to belong to somebody and to be accepted and helped. 
Now, for reasons beyond his control, he is threatened with the loss of, 
or is losing his home. His need for love, affection and understanding is 
further agitated by his separation from all that he has ever known. As 
the child learns to meet the ordinaiy requirements of his new home, he 
may begin to feel a new stability that lets him move toward a new pattern 
of living.^ 
Foster parents should be willing to assume their share of responsi¬ 
bility in caring for the child. They are threatened by the unnatural ex¬ 
perience of "parenthood without ownership." Nevertheless the successful 
foster home placement will be a mutually satisfying experience for the 
child and his foster parents.-^ 
With the national acceptance of the importance of providing a whole¬ 
some environment for every child, foster home placements are fulfilling 
this need. The aims of the social agency which sponsors foster home care 
^•Esther Glickman, Child Placement Through Clinically Orientated Casework 
(New York, 1957), p. 3W, ' 
^Jean Charnley, op. cit., p. 219. 
3Ibid., p. 151. 
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are threefold* to provide as natural an environment as a foster home per¬ 
mits; to provide for the child’s physical, emotional and social needs; and 
to attempt to keep alive the child’s contacts with his own family. The 
agency interferes as little as possible with the mode of life of this new 
family group. While the agency may still carry, legally, the responsibi¬ 
lity for the placed child, actually it relinquishes to a large degree the 
direction of the child’s life to the foster parents.^ 
Purpose of Study 
The purpose of this study was to determine if foster home placements 
had been effective in helping children to adjust to family life. 
Method of Procedure 
The data for the study was gathered from case histories of children 
known to the Bureau for Child Care, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania who were 
discharged from foster home care in 1956 and 1957. All of the children 
in foster home placements were Negro children who resided in Philadelphia 
and neighboring counties. Pertinent literature on the subject was con¬ 
sulted as a frame of reference for the study. 
The total group under surveillance consisted of forty five children 
between twelve and eighteen years old; however, the sample selected in¬ 
cluded twenty-five cases which contained the pertinent facts necessary to 
develop this study. 
The writer formulated a schedule as an instrument to extract data from 
the case records selected for the study. The schedule was designed to 
^Arthur E. Fink, The Field of Social Work (New York, 19UU), p. 85. 
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indicate changes that took place from initial placement to time of dis¬ 
charge. The evaluating criteria used were based on "Hunt's Movement Scale." 
Scope and Limitations 
The cases used in this study were confined to one child placement agen- 
cy-The Bureau for Child Care, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. All of the chil¬ 
dren in foster home placements were Negro children who resided in Philadel¬ 
phia and neighboring counties. The sample was drawn from the closed cases 
of children between twelve and eighteen years old who were discharged from 
care in 1956 and 1957. Forty-five children constituted the total group; 
however, twenty-five records were complete with the necessary information 




The Bureau for Child Care, formerly The Bureau for Colored Children, 
was founded by Mrs. Syrene Benjamin in 1927. Mrs. Benjamin recognized the 
need for establishing an organization for Negro children in need of foster 
care. She possessed foresight and determination, which enabled her to stim¬ 
ulate and interest other civic minded persons to share in her concern. A 
board of directors was formed prior to the acceptance of children for care. 
With the support of the Juvenile Division of the Municipal Court in Phila¬ 
delphia, the Bureau actually began its services on March 2U, 1927. The 
first child was accepted for care on March 2lt, 1927. A shelter was main¬ 
tained in the agency to house some of the children, and others were placed 
in foster homes. The charter was completed and approved on November 25, 1929. 
Mrs. Benjamin became seriously ill in 1929 and Mrs. Ada B. Carter, one 
of the two staff members who joined Mrs. Benjamin when the Bureau was or¬ 
ganized, was elected Executive Secretary. Mrs. Carter, ncwr Mrs. Ada B. 
Harris has remained as Executive Director of the Bureau. 
The Bureau for Colored Children has developed through the years from a 
beginning service to Negro children only, to one which at present renders 
available services to any child regardless of race. In accordance with this 
plan of integration, the name was officially changed to The Bureau for Child 
Care in 1955. 
^Source of Information contained in this chapter was Edith J. Johnson's 
Thesis. See footnote on page 8. 
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The number of commitments was markedly increased during the years of 
the depression. The increase in the number of children being received ne¬ 
cessitated expansion of the physical plant and staff. In the years that 
followed, improvements were continuous. In addition, the years during 
World War II gave rise to a new era in our social system due to the con¬ 
flict and tension in families. Concentrated attention was drawn to the 
emotionally disturbed child, and an urgent need for professional skills 
and casework practices developed. 
In 1943, the Bureau became a "red feather agency." At that time the 
Community Chest began to contribute some financial support. 
From the beginning, the Bureau has continually evaluated its policies 
and practices in order to produce an improved quality of services. After 
World War II there developed a more specialized concept within child wel¬ 
fare practices. The agency recognized the need for re-evaluating needs in 
terms of more professional services, and set out to attain this goal. In 
1952, a committee was organized to conduct an evaluation study. The plan 
of study was formulated by Dr. Phillip Klein, Director of Research, New 
York School of Social Work. Mrs Alva J. Martin, Associate Professor of 
Social Work, New York School of Social Work, was resident consultant. A 
re-organization of the philosophy and functions of the agency resulted from 
the recommendations submitted by this committee including appointment of 
additional staff and assignment of personnel to specialized areas of re¬ 
sponsibility. In 1954, the Bureau for Child Care began to operate within 
the realm of professional trends in child welfare services. 
Services 
The Bureau consisted of two divisions of care: The Farm and Vocational 
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School for Boys and Foster Home Placements for boys and girls. The former 
was designed for boys, nine through sixteen years old, who had become in¬ 
volved in delinquent acts including the runaway, truancy, petty stealing, 
and malicious mischief. The latter was geared to serve children between 
the ages of two weeks and eighteen years old, who had no serious physical 
handicaps or mental disorders. These children have been separated from 
their families because their parents were unable to assume responsibility 
for their care* 
The children placed in foster homes were referred to the Bureau from 
various sources: parents, neighbors, schools and other social agencies. 
The foster home offered each child an opportunity to live as a member of a 
family unit since his parents could no longer provide for his care. The 
caseworker’s responsibility was to understand the child’s developing needs. 
Through regular visits to the foster home, she was able to help with ex¬ 
isting problems, to determine the effectiveness of the child’s placement, 
and to ascertain whether some other plan might be indicated. 
Medical and dental care were provided by the agency in its Diagnostic 
Health Clinic. Hospitals and clinics in the community were also available 
to serve the children for further medical care and periods of illness. 
Psychological services were offered by two employed psychologists. The 
child was tested by the psychologist upon referral of the caseworker. This 
enabled the worker to render more effective services to the child in rela¬ 
tion to his immediate problem, and to plan for his future. 
The agency provided a shelter to house children during times of emer¬ 
gency. An extension of this service was the subsidized home which received 
8 
a regular allotment to remain available for temporary use whenever the need 
arose. 
Édith J. Johnson, "The Growth and Development of the Btireau for Child 
Care.” (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, School of Social Work, Atlanta Uni¬ 
versity), 1955. 
CHAPTER III 
DESCRIPTION CF THE CHILDREN STUDIED 
In planning for these children, foster home placements were utilized 
when conditions in their own homes proved unfavorable for growth and de¬ 
velopment* There were many contributing factors which gave rise to the 
family "break" or the "crisis" necessitating placement. Table No. 1, in¬ 
dicates the reasons why the twenty-five children in the study sample were 
separated from their own homes. 
TABLE 1 
REASONS FOR PLACEMENT 
Reason Mother Father 
Unable to Care for Children h 
Mentally 111 3 
Organic Illness h 
Alcoholic 6 
Lived with Paramour 2 
Neglect 2 2 
Inadequate Income and Housing 3 
Deceased li 
Imprisoned 1 1 
Identity not Established 6 
Desertion 7 
Tortured Children 2 
Norr Support 1 
Incest 2 
Total 25 25 
It was significant to note that there were varied reasons for placement, 
in light of the fact that there was no major concentration of children in 
any one of the designated categories* The children either had no relatives, 
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or no responsible relatives who could care for them* Nineteen of the chil¬ 
dren were said to be legitimate, although it was not known if the parents 
were legally married, and six were illegitimate* The largest groups re¬ 
ferred for placement comprised six children whose mothers were alcoholics} 
six whose fathers' identity was not established, and seven whose fathers had 
deserted them. There were four children whose mothers were suffering from 
serious organic illnesses; their fathers were either unable to care for them 
or their identity was unknown. The illnesses included invalidism, tubercu¬ 
losis and blindness; the nature of one illness was not indicated in the record* 
The fathers who were unable to assume responsibility for their children had 
no one to care for them while they worked. An equal number of children were 
referred for placement because their mothers were deceased and their fathers 
were either unable to care for them, neglected them, or had been charged 
with incest. 
Seventeen girls and eight boys constituted the group referred. The age 
range was wide at the time of placement; the youngest child was three months 
of age, and the oldest was fifteen years of age* Five children, the largest 
group placed, were nine years old* The second largest group consisted of 
four children, thirteen years of age. There were three infants and two pre¬ 
school age children in the total group* The duration of their placement 
was one year through seventeen years. Table No. 2 indicates the duration 
of placement for the total group. 
TABLE 2 
DURATION OF PLACEMENT 
Years in Care Number of Children 
1-2 2 




11 - 12 0 
13 - Hi 0 
15 - 16 0 
17 - 18 3 
Total 25 
It can be clearly seen here that although placement is designed to pro¬ 
vide temporary care for children, the majority of the children studied re¬ 
ceived long-term care* There was only one child who was in placement for 
a one-year period* 
The foster home placement offers the child a substitute for his own home. 
Because it is not designed to create permanent ties between the child and his 
foster parents, it must,therefore, be considered a temporary measure, even 
when «temporary" means years.^ Sometimes the foster home became the per¬ 
manent home for the child due to the absence of continued family contact 
during placement, or the parents' inability to resolve the problems which 
necessitated placement. Fourteen children remained in placement for a peri¬ 
od of three to six years. Three of them were committed during their in¬ 
fancy, and spent most of their lives in foster home placement. 
•^•Henrietta Gordon, Casework Services for Children (Boston, 1956), p. 52. 
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CHAPTER 17 
CHANGES IN CHILDREN DURING 
FOSTER HOME PLACEMENT 
Change is symbolic of growth. Just as the child grows and matures in 
his physical development, he grows to like or dislike his environment. As 
he places his approval upon others, he is constantly striving for approval, 
recognition and independence.^- 
Movement is defined operationally as the change that occurs in an indi¬ 
vidual client and in his environmental circumstances between opening and clos 
O 
ing of his case. For the purpose of this study, the writer proposed to de¬ 
termine whether the group studied had grown positively or negatively during 
placement. Four factors were utilized to evaluate the children's movement 
in an effort to determine the effects of foster home placement, namely: 
1. Changes in adaptive efficiency 
2. Changes in disabling habits and conditions 
3. Changes in verbalized attitudes and understandings 
U. Changes in environmental circumstances^ 
Changes in adaptive efficiency.—This category was concerned with the 
children's school adjustment, recreational activities, religious activities, 
relationships with people in the community, and skills in performances. Only 
twenty of the twenty-five children studied were evaluated in initial func¬ 
tioning as the remaining five were of pre-school age. The later evaluation 
included the twenty-five children at the time of their discharge from care. 
3-Leta Hollingsworth, The Psychology of The Adolescent (New York, 1928), 
PP» 1-3* 
2J. McVickers Hunt, Measuring Results In Social Casework (New York, 1950) 
p. 25. 
3see Appendix, p. 29 
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At the time of placement, twelve of the children studied had no diffi¬ 
culty in school adjustment. They performed on an acceptable level, and were 
popular with their school mates and teachers. Two of this group were honor 
students. Three slow learners, who were of dull normal intelligence, liked 
school and established satisfactory relationships. Three children were un¬ 
interested, did not like school, manifested behavior problems and were un¬ 
popular with teachers and school mates. After psychological evaluation, two 
of the children studied were placed in an orthogenic backward class. 
At the termination of service, twelve children continued to make excel¬ 
lent adjustments to school, and were popular with their associates. Of this 
group two were honor students, two were high school graduates and two plann¬ 
ed to complete their high school training after they joined the service. 
Four children were in orthogenic backward classes, and seemed unable to make 
satisfactory adjustments. They manifested behavior problems, and did not 
form favorable relationships with others. One child did not like school and 
quit; two children were permanently expelled; two dropped out because of 
pregnancy; and two of the group studied were formally withdrawn by the 
school due to continued failure and lack of interest. Two children per¬ 
formed poorly. It was ascertained that they did not like school, and at¬ 
tended only because it was required. 
Recreation, at the time of placement, primarily consisted of free play 
in the foster home, and with children in the neighborhood. However, there 
were two girl scouts, two children who utilized the services of the neigh¬ 
borhood settlement house, one child who read for pleasure, and another 
youngster who took the liberty to go where he pleased. 
As the children became more familiar with their communities and devel¬ 
oped more independence in making decisions, much of their recreation was 
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outside their homes. The movies were a majority favorite; social affairs 
and school sports were also popular. Three youngsters were members of the 
community settlement house, one was a boy scout, another became a YMCA 
member, and one child was actively affiliated with the church recreational 
program. There was no record of any child who could not receive his friends 
in the home. Three of the children studied were not trustworthy, and were 
restricted to activities in the home; two children were restricted because 
of foster mother's religion; and four of the group under surveillance de¬ 
cided upon their own activities and went where they pleased. No account of 
recreational activities was given in the case records for five of the children. 
Religious training was considered a major requirement of all foster homes. 
Religious training and church affiliation presented a first experience for 
many of the children; however, the actual number was not available. 
Paul, age eight, told his foster mother that he wanted to 
go to church when he lived at home but his daddy would not 
let him go. He said he had never been to church before, and 
he seemed impressed with his new experience. 
All of the children except the infants were required to attend Sunday School 
or Church. Initially, their reactions were favorable, and they seemingly 
accepted their religious training. 
At the end of placement fourteen children continued their attendance 
either in the church of their own choice, or with their foster parents. 
They were interested and active participants in church life. However, four 
of the children strongly resented the compulsory attendance, and four at¬ 
tended only because they felt that it was compulsory. Information regard¬ 
ing the continued religious training of three of children was not available. 
There was no evidence of rejection of the children by their communities 
during initial placement. Although totally subjected to strange surroundings, 
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fifteen of the twenty-five children were agressive and outgoing to the ex¬ 
tent that they immediately began to relate to adults and children in their 
respective neighborhoods. Five of them were withdrawn, afraid, or unable 
to trust people. 
At the end of placement, eleven children were law abiding, and had gain¬ 
ed the respect of the people in the community. However, the neighbors had 
developed some negative feelings toward fourteen of the children because of 
their behavior, particularly the adolescents. One child had developed feel¬ 
ings of superiority, and refused to associate with the people in her com¬ 
munity. Three children did not associate with the members of their respective 
communities because they were withdrawn, shy, and unable to trust others. 
One child had refused to become a part of the community because he wanted 
to return to his own home and the people he already knew. Nine children ex¬ 
hibited behavior which was unacceptable, and they were distinguished as 
'•foster children.” Two of the group studied were not trustworthy, three were 
trouble makers, and four children demonstrated disorderly behavior which re¬ 
sulted in loud and disturbing conduct on the streets. 
None of the children demonstrated skill in their performance at the time 
of placement. During placement eight of the group exhibited new skills. 
Three of the group studied had become efficient and qualified home managers, 
and three children demonstrated ability to fit themselves into almost any 
situation to earn a living. One child had excelled in composition and ora¬ 
tory at school. Another child^who had a superb voice, had joined the school 
and church choirs. 
Changes in disabling habits and conditions.—This category included the 
child's health, behavior and feelings about placement. In general the phy¬ 
sical condition and the health of these children were good. Twelve were 
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free from any physical ills* However, there were some minor defects: in¬ 
fected tonsils, dental caries, visual correction, and nosebleeds. There 
were five children who had serious physical ailments: one diabetic, two 
with systolic heart murmurs, one with an orthopedic deformity, and one child 
with a speech defect. Three children were severely undernourished. 
At termination of placement there were nineteen children who were com¬ 
pletely free of physical ailments and none of them was inhibited by the 
health situation. Only six children had defective conditions. The diabetic 
child, the children with heart conditions, and the child with the orthopedic 
deformity were still under medical treatment. One child had developed asth¬ 
ma, and another rheumatic fever. Three children had dental caries and visual 
disturbances. 
Feelings of insecurity may manifest themselves in the form of delinquent 
behavior. Initially, eighteen children presented tto delinquent behavior. 
Three children seemed impulsively driven to take things from other people 
without asking, including stealing money from their foster mothers. Four 
children were disobedient, untruthful, impudent, or engaged in sexual acts. 
All discharges were made during the children's adolescent years, the 
period of resistance to adult authority and the struggle for independence. 
Thirteen children presented no delinquent behavior at the end of placement. 
The remaining twelve did exhibit delinquent behavior, including: dis¬ 
obedience , profanity, affiliation with gangs, trouble making, prevarication, 
and absence from home without permission. Late hours and fornication were 
the two more serious delinquent habits. 
At the time of placement, seven children appeared anxious and uncomfor¬ 
table regarding placement. There were two instances in which there was 
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difficulty in adjusting to urban living as contrasted to rural living. In 
addition there were instances of defiant, resistant behavior, bed-wetting, 
temper tantrums, lack of cooperation and insistence that they did not want 
to live with "other people." 
At termination of service, it was determined that seventeen children had 
made unsatisfactory adjustments and eight had made satisfactory adjustments 
to family life in their respective foster home placements. 
Changes in_Verbalized attitudes and understandings.—This category in¬ 
cluded changes of attitudes, and the individual's feelings about himself or his 
situation. The emotional impact of separation may cause the child to be shy 
and withdrawn in his beginning relationships with others. Five of the chil¬ 
dren studied readily identified with their caseworkers. Nine of them re¬ 
sponded only to direct questions, nine were unable to verbalize their feel¬ 
ings, and two children were negative and hostile. 
At termination of placement thirteen children accepted their workers, 
and were able to utilize counsel. Five of this group accepted their workers 
only as a means of getting out of trouble, or to return to their aim fami¬ 
lies. 
It is difficult for the rejected child to accept the parental figure or 
adult authority. Initially, twenty-two children accepted their foster par¬ 
ents in their parental roles; and three were hostile and totally unable to 
identify. 
At termination of service, eight children accepted their foster parents, 
and identified with their parental authority. Seventeen verbalized positive 
feelings toward their foster parents, but their behavior was decidedly to 
the contrary. They were ambivalent, and did not accept the discipline or 
18 
authority of their foster parents. 
Seventeen children were able to express how they felt about their own 
parents, but eight seemed so severely damaged that they were unable to ex¬ 
press themselves. Varied attitudes were detected* resentment, confusion 
about parental rejection, fear of the father figure, positive feelings and 
looking forward to returning to their own homes. 
At the end of placement, there were sixteen children whose families had 
maintained contact with them through visits to the foster home, and contacts 
with the social worker. Four of the sixteen children did not want to return 
to their own parents because they could remember the harsh treatment ac¬ 
corded them there. Of the nine children who had no contact with their 
families, five were interested in locating their parents or other rela¬ 
tives. 
Changes in environmental circumstances.—This category was concerned with 
the changes in the physical environment. Initially, eleven of the twenty 
children who were old enough to share in the responsibility of the home, were 
uncooperative, and information regarding four of the children was not avail¬ 
able. During placement seventeen children felt that they were being im¬ 
posed upon, taken advantage of, or over-worked. There we re periods of total 
refusal to do anything unless forced and watched until the job was done. 
At termination of service there were eight children who had made overall 
adjustments to their respective physical environments. They were coopera¬ 
tive and willing to share in the responsibilities of the home. Seventeen 
children continued to have difficulty in this aspect of their foster home 
experience. It was ascertained that twenty-three of the children reacted 
favorably to the physical structure of the home; however, there were two 
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instances of destruction. This was done to gain freedom from their foster 
homes in the hope that they could return to their cwn homes to live. 
A child is automatically discharged from care on his eighteenth birth¬ 
day if he has not been reunited with his own family. Sometimes the natural 
parents, or some responsible member of the child's own family have shown in¬ 
terest in having the child discharged to their care. In these situations, 
the child shares in formulating the plans for his future. However, the chil¬ 
dren who present severe behavior problems, or are delinquent and declared un¬ 
able to continue in foster care, are discharged to the Juvenile Court for 
institutional care. Table No. 3, illustrates the types of placement planned 
for each child at the time of discharge. 
TABLE 3 
RESPONSIBLE PERSON AND CHIID'S 
AGE AT DISCHARGE 
Person Responsible Child's Age at Discharge Total 
13 1U 15 16 17 18 
Own Care 6 6 
Own Mother 2 1 3 1 7 
Own Father 1 1 2 
Both Parents 1 1 
Brother 1 1 
Aunt 1 1 
Armed Service 1 1 2 
Juvenile Court 2 2 1 5 
Total U 5 3 2 3 8 25 
Seven children were reunited with their natural mothers. Five of the 
six children discharged to their own care were employed and made arrange¬ 
ments to continue living with their foster parents; one moved to live with 
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friends* There iras one instance in which both parents made application for 
the child's discharge. Actually the person designated as responsible for 
the child at termination of service was the person who made application for 
his discharge. The seventeen year-old who joined the Marines was approach¬ 
ing his eighteenth: birthday, and had planned ahead of the actual date of his 
discharge. The other branch of the service represented was the Air Force. 
The children discharged to Juvenile Court, had no responsibility in planning 
for their future as they had been involved in delinquent acts. The group 
had been so troublesome to their foster parents that they had requested their 
removal from their homes. They were declared delinquent, unable to utilize 
foster home care, and were then placed in corrective institutions. 
The twenty-five children studied lived in foster homes from a minimal 
period of one year to a maximum of seventeen years. Eighteen children made 
good adjustments initially, and eight were successful in their total adjust¬ 
ment as determined by the group evaluation at the time of discharge. The 
latter group consisted of six who had made good adjustments originally, and 
two who had moved into favorable status after having been unsuccessful in 
earlier placements. Seven children were unable to adjust initially, while 
seventeen had made unsatisfactory adjustments at termination of service. 
Five of this group never adjusted, and twelve had moved from successful to 
unsatisfactory placements. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Real success in foster home placement is difficult but not impossible 
to achieve. The adolescent, who has already made a sound adjustment in 
foster home placement for some time previous to his adolescence, can often 
move through this period with success. The adolescent, who has never known 
a real tie to a parent or a parent substitute, will seem defeated as he 
struggles with the tie he has never known. For most children, foster parents 
appear to be a dominant influence in their lives.^ The child's relation¬ 
ship to his foster parents becomes a substitute for his relationship to his 
own parents. Some are able to make satisfactory adjustments; for others, 
the traumatic experience of separation from family and the inability to ac- 
2 
cept adult authority result in revellion and stormy foster home placements. 
This study was concerned with the effects of foster home placements upon 
twenty-five children placed by The Bureau for Child Care, Philadelphia, Penn¬ 
sylvania. The evaluating criteria used were based on "Hunt's Movement Scale." 
The age at commitment ranged from infancy through fifteen years old; all 
of the children were discharged during their adolescence. Parental inabil¬ 
ity was the underlying cause which necessitated placement for these chil¬ 
dren. Regardless of the reason or intent of the parents involved, the chil¬ 
dren we e victims of neglect. There were eight boys and seventeen girls. 
^■Jean Charnley. op. cit., pp. 218-219. 




Six were illegitimate and nineteen legitimate. Although placement is de¬ 
signed to provide temporary care for children, the majority of the children 
studied received long-term care. 
Every school-age child was enrolled in the public school in his community. 
At time of placement twelve of the twenty school-age children encountered no 
difficulty in the performance of their school work, or in establishing re¬ 
lationships. Two of the group were honor students. The remaining eight did 
not like school, were slow learners or were in orthogenic backward classes. 
At termination of services, all of the children were of school-age and the 
picture was similar. Twelve children had continued to make good school ad¬ 
justments, and thirteen for various reasons had unsuccessful school experi¬ 
ences. 
Recreational activities at the time of placement were limited to play 
activities in the home, or with children in the neighborhood. This seemed 
logical because the majority of the children were between four and twelve 
years of age, and they were living in strange surroundings. As they developed 
into adolescence, they enjoyed the usual amusements-movies, sports, dancing, 
etc. In addition, they could still invite their friends into their own homes. 
As a means of punishment, sometimes privileges were limited or withdrawn. 
There were some who did not respect authority and went where they pleased 
for their recreation. Twenty children were exposed to wholesome recreation, 
but there was no evidence that they were encouraged to affiliate with organi¬ 
zations which planned a variety of group activities. There seemed to be a 
need to acquaint children with facilities such as the YMCA, YWCA, and com¬ 
munity settlements, which would provide opportunities for more supervised 
and creative recreation. 
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Religious training was a first experience for many children in placement. 
Foster mothers were required to have the children attend Sunday School or 
Church, and the compulsory nature of religious training was respected. Four¬ 
teen children officially established their church membership and became ac¬ 
tive participants in church life. 
The children, who were well disciplined and self respecting, were accepted 
by the people in the community. Initially, fifteen children formed relation¬ 
ships with their neighbors. During placement fourteen children began to 
present unacceptable behavior and became involved in trouble; they lost the 
respect of the community, and were distinctly identified as "foster children.” 
Consequently, at the end of placement only eleven children presented accept¬ 
able behavior and maintained community respect. 
There were no skills in physical or intellectual performances noted 
among the group studied upon the initial separation from home. It was later 
determined that only eight children had skills of any sort. 
In general the physical condition and the health of the children were 
good at the time they were received for care. Every aspect of their medical 
needs received the proper diagnosis and care. Physical and medical care for 
all children were adequately met. 
Early delinquent habits were in the form of stealing from their foster 
mother and sometimes from other children. Seven children initially exhibit- 
ed such habits. As they entered adolescence, late hours and fornication be¬ 
came the two most serious delinquent traits. Association with children who 
presented similar behavior and disobedience was also common habits of prob¬ 
lem children. At termination of service, there were twelve of the group 
who presented delinquent behavior. 
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It was determined that seventeen children made unsatisfactory adjust¬ 
ments and eight made satisfactory adjustments to family life in foster home 
placements. 
It was evident that the caseworkers encountered little difficulty in re¬ 
lating to the children during placement. It was clearly detected that while 
all the children accepted their worker as a warm, understanding human being, 
they seemed unable to accept guidance. Only thirteen of them accepted their 
worker to the fullest extent. 
Generally, the group studied encountered a long hard struggle in the ac¬ 
ceptance of foster parents as their parental figures. Of the twenty-two 
children, who initially accepted their foster parents, eight continued to 
accept and identify with parental authority. 
There were sixteen children whose families shared in their placement 
through visits to the foster hone and contact with the social workers. Of 
the group of nine who had no contact, five were interested in locating their 
families. 
Children were assigned chores in their foster homes to give them a sense 
of responsibility. Initially eleven were old enough to share and were coopera¬ 
tive. Seventeen later developed feelings that they were being imposed upon, 
taken advantage of and over-worked. They would cooperate spasmodically and 
were not dependable. Only the eight children, who made an overall adjust¬ 
ment in placement,were cooperative and willing to share. 
Those, whose families had faded out of the picture and could not be lo¬ 
cated, were discharged to their awn care on their eighteenth birthday. The 
children acquired a permanent home in their foster home placements. When¬ 
ever natural parents or some other responsible relative showed interest in 
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the child during placement, he was discharged to the person who filed the 
application* Children who,were delinquent, we re discharged to Juvenile Court 
for placement in institutional settings. 
Initially, six of these children had made satisfactory adjustments to 
family life in foster care, and sustained a favorable adjustment. Two, who 
initially did not adjust, later adjusted favorably to their placements. Of 
the seventeen children who did not make satisfactory adjustments, five were 
never able to accept foster home placements and twelve,whose initial adjust¬ 
ment was good, eventually had difficulty in their foster home placements. 
There was no concern for determining the degree to which a child was ex¬ 
pected to adjust in a foster home. The outstanding fact was that, although 
the foster home experience was not completely successful in the majority of 
the cases studied, it provided some of the values of family life which were 
denied the child in his own home. 
Human relationships are uncertain affairs and even the best of them can 
be disturbed. It was determined that seventeen children experienced a long 
hard struggle in their adjustment to foster home placement. For them place¬ 
ment provided material care, opportunities for meaningful human relation¬ 
ships and some positive feeling toward their foster parents which enabled 
them to live in a temporary family setting until more permanent plans could 




Case No. Male _Female Age at Discharge 
Period in Care Age at Commitment  
Number of Placements  Number of Workers  
Reason Child Came into Carej 
I. Adaptive Efficiency 
A. School (attitude toward attending, and ability to relate to adults 
and peers). 
B. Use of recreational facilities (in community and at home). 
C. Church (attendance and attitude toward attending). 
D. Relationships with adults and peers in community. 
E. Skills in performance at home and school. 
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II. Disabling Habits and Conditions 
A. Child's Health 
B• Delinquent Behavior 
C. State of Anxiety (re* placement) 
HI. Verbalized Attitudes and Understandings 
A. Does child express his feelings? 
B* Does child accept worker? 
C. Does child accept foster family? 
D. How does child feel about own family? 
IV. Environmental Circumstances 
A* Role in sharing responsibility at home. 
B. Reaction to physical structure of the home* 
C. Plan at close of service. 
MOVEMENT CRITERIA 
1, Changes In adaptive efficiency.—This category included such items 
as changed ability to get along with other people, changed efficiency in per¬ 
forming on a job or in school, and new skills of any sort, 
2, Changes in disabling habits and conditions.—This category included 
such items as behavior inimical to good social relations, changes in delin¬ 
quent tendencies, and changes in level of anxiety, in basic conflicts of 
motivation and in health, 
3, Changes in verbalized attitudes and understandings,—This category 
included such items as accepting counsel, changes in attitudes toward self 
and others as shown in what the person says, and the discernment of relation¬ 
ships between present behavior and feelings and events in the personal past. 
lu Changes in the environmental circumstances.—This category included 
such items as changes in living quarters or the material situation and changes 
resulting from child placement. 
Movement is defined operationally as the change that occurs in an indi¬ 
vidual client and in his environmental circumstances between opening and 
closing of his case. 
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